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CONCEPT NOTE

3RD BRICS YOUNG SCIENTIST FORUM

Theme: “Building BRICS Youth Leadership through Science, Technology and Innovation”

25-29 June, Durban 2018
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Background
The decision to establish the BRICS Young Scientist Forum (YSF) was taken at the 2nd BRICS Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) Ministerial Meeting in Brazil in March 2015.  
The 1st BRICS YSF was held in Bangalore, India in September 2016. At the 4th BRICS STI Ministerial Meeting in Jaipur, India in October 2016, the BRICS countries agreed to hold the BRICS YSF on a rotational basis.  

The 2nd BRICS YSF was held in Hangzhou, China from 11 to 15 July 2017, prior to the 7th BRICS STI Senior Officials Meeting (SOM) and 5th BRICS STI Ministerial Meeting.

South Africa assumed the BRICS rotational Presidency on 1 January 2018 and will host the 10th BRICS Summit in July 2018. In line with the established tradition of previous BRICS Summits, South Africa will host a wide range of BRICS activities leading up to and following the Summit, including the 6th BRICS STI Ministerial Meeting and the 8th BRICS STI SOM.
As part of its BRICS STI activities, South Africa will host the 3rd BRICS YSF in line with the decision taken at the BRICS STI Jaipur Ministerial in October 2016.
Main Goals of the 3rd BRICS YSF
The main goals of the 3rd BRICS YSF are:

· To provide a platform for talented BRICS young scientists and researchers to exchange perspectives on transformative change and forge sustainable research partnerships, links and networks; 
· To promote youth driven creative solutions to the most pressing socio-economic problems in their societies; 
· To promote academic and policy exchanges and dialogues amongst the BRICS youth; and
· To promote interactive contact between young scientists and established scientists and researchers from the BRICS member countries.
The 3rd BRICS YSF under the theme “Building BRICS Youth Leadership through Science, Technology and Innovation” will highlight the strategic importance of science, technology and innovation as key drivers of youth entrepreneurship and leadership. In addition, the 3rd BRICS YSF will have a dedicated segment on young women in science and include discussions on crosscutting issues such as science advice, science communication and science diplomacy. While the 3rd BRICS YSF will follow the format of previous forums by having thematic discussions (this year the focus will be on energy, water and social science) it will also include additional new components such as the BRICS young innovator prize contest and the BRICS young programmer competition. 
3rd BRICS YSF Programme  
The 3rd BRICS YSF programme will include the following activities:
· Three Parallel Sessions on the Thematic Areas: Energy, Water and Social science
· BRICS Young Women in Science Dialogue

· BRICS Young Innovator Prize

· BRICS Young Programmer Competition
· Workshop on Youth Innovation and Entrepreneurship
· Seminar on Science Diplomacy, Advice and Communication 
Parallel Sessions on Thematic Areas

The parallel thematic sessions will specifically address issues related to the following topics:
· Energy – The Present and Future Energy Imperatives of BRICS Economies

· Water – The Strategic Importance of Water Resources in the Context of Climate Change

· Social Science – The Impact and Challenges of Modern ICT Technologies on Youth Identity and Cultural Choices
BRICS Young Women in Science Dialogue
The BRICS Young Women in Science Dialogue will seek to:

· Provide a platform for young women scientists and researchers to discuss pertinent issues and challenges in institutions of higher learning and the workplace, in terms of career choices and mobility, and equality and empowerment; and
· Discuss country perspectives and approaches on practical solutions to these challenges at the institutional and policy levels.  
BRICS Young Innovator Prize
The BRICS Young Innovator Prize is in special recognition of young talented entrepreneurs and researchers, whose outstanding innovations (inventions, products, apps and services) will make a profound impact on the socio-economic environment and conditions of life in BRICS societies today.  

BRICS Young Programmer Competition

The BRICS Young Programmer Competition will invite talented young programmers from the BRICS countries to use their unique programming talents and skills to solve complex problems and challenges of the future under the theme “Programming Tomorrow’s Solutions”.
Workshop on Youth Innovation and Entrepreneurship
The workshop on youth innovation and entrepreneurship will discuss practical experiences and seek to address questions such as “how to set up an innovation ecosystem for the youth/ and how the BRICS countries can support each other in this strategic endeavour?”  In addition, it will also examine questions related to the translation of the research work outcomes of young scientists into marketable products and services and the creation of sustainable innovative start-ups.  An important outcome of the workshop could be an agreement to set up a platform for BRICS young innovators.
Seminar on Science Diplomacy, Advice and Communication
Science diplomacy is key in international collaborations and indispensable for the development of young scientists’ careers.  The seminar will seek to contextualise the role and importance of science diplomacy, advice and communication in young scientist networks and career development and point to the need to establish a BRICS Young Scientists Research Network to enhance communication and coordination of young researchers in BRICS countries. 
Key Deliverables of the 3rd BRICS YSF
The expected deliverables of the 3rd BRICS YSF include:

1. The establishment of a BRICS Young Scientist Research Network;
2. The setting up of BRICS Platform for Young Innovators; and
3. The incorporation of the BRICS Young Innovator Prize and BRICS Young Programmer Competition as permanent features into the format of the BRICS Young Scientist Forum.

